
Quick Tip Guide 
to Developing a 
Green Thumb.
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Alocasia Skill 

Level: Medium 

LIGHT 
Medium to bright indirect 

WATER 
Average water needs 

FERTILIZER 
2+ times a month in the spring and 
summer growing season. When days get 
shorter reduce fertilizer and water. 

GROWTH 
Fast-growing in summer. Some 
produce a new leaf every week, 
others one a month.   

Alocasia is a member of the Arum family and grows 
in the tropical rainforests of South-East Asia, New 
Guinea, parts of Australia, or the Pacific Islands. 



LIGHT 
Avoid direct sunlight, at least 9 hours of bright indirect 

WATER 
Evenly moist, but not soggy 

FERTILIZER 
Feed once a month at half-strength when the plant is actively 
growing in spring and summer. When daylight is shorter, 
fertilizer and water are reduced. 

GROWTH 
Slow-growing, depending on the health and age of the 
plant. Once mature, leaves can grow over 2’ long and 
carry a variable number of leaves at this size. 

Grows naturally as an epiphyte in the company of other 
plants on the wet forest floors of Colombia and sits as a 
subshrub among that tropical plant community. 

Skill Level: Advanced 

Anthurium Care 



Begonia Care 
Skill Level: Medium 



LIGHT 
Low, medium, or bright 

WATER 
Moist, but well draining soil. 
Drying out can cause leaf curl, 
but recovery is quick. 

FERTILIZER 
Feed once per month at half strength 
when plant is actively growing in spring 
and summer. When days get shorter, 
reduce fertilizer and water. 

GROWTH 
Medium growth rate - highly adaptable, 
enjoys being pot bound and high humidity 

Calathea naturally grows in South American 
jungles as an understory medium ground cover. 

Skill Level: Medium - Advanced 

Calathea Care 



Fern Care 
Skill Level: Medium - Advanced 

LIGHT 
Medium to medium bright indirect light 

WATER 
Rich, moist but free-draining soil. High 
humidity is ideal, but adapts well to 
medium moisture in the air. 

FERTILIZER 
Feed once per month at half strength 
when plant is actively growing in spring 
and summer. When days get shorter, 
reduce fertilizer and water. 

GROWTH 
Formed from a spreading upright base 

Naturally grows on cliffs, in dark forest floors, tree 
trunks - China, Japan, Korea, and Taiwan. 



LIGHT 
Medium to bright indirect 

WATER 
Average water needs, but thrives in 
high humidity 

FERTILIZER 
Feed once per month at half strength 
when plant is actively growing in spring 
and summer. When days get shorter, 
reduce fertilizer and water. 

GROWTH 
Shrub to tree-like growth that can grow 
quickly in a season of optimum conditions. 

The common fig is a temperate species native to 
southwest Asia and the Mediterranean region from 
Afghanistan to Portugal. 

Ficus Care 
Skill Level:Beginner 



Fittonia Care 
Skill Level: Beginner 



Hoya Care 
Skill Level: Beginner - Medium 



Maranta Care 

Skill Level: Medium - Advanced 

LIGHT 
Low, medium, or bright 

WATER 
Moist, but well draining soil. Drying out 
can cause leaf curl, but recovery is quick. 

FERTILIZER 
Feed once per month at half strength 
when plant is actively growing in spring 
and summer. When days get shorter, 
reduce fertilizer and water. 

GROWTH 
Medium growth rate - highly adaptable, 
enjoys being pot bound and high humidity 

Maranta naturally grows in South American 
jungles as an understory medium ground cover. 



Monstera Care 
Skill Level: Beginner 



Philodendron 
Skill Level: Beginner 

LIGHT 
Medium to bright indirect 

WATER 
Average water needs. Can be on 
the drier side between waterings. 

FERTILIZER 
Feed once per month at half strength 
when plant is actively growing in spring 
and summer. When days get shorter, 
reduce fertilizer and water. 

GROWTH 
Some are fast growing vines while others 
are slow and upward growing. Vining 
varieties do best on a moss pole for support. 

Originates from the Caribbean, Colombia and Venezuela. 



Pothos Care 
Skill Level: Beginner 



Stromanthe Care 

Skill Level: Medium to Advanced 

LIGHT 
Low, medium, or bright 

WATER 
Moist, but well draining soil. Drying out 
can cause leaf curl, but recovery is quick. 

FERTILIZER 
Feed once per month at half strength 
when plant is actively growing in spring 
and summer. When days get shorter, 
reduce fertilizer and water. 

GROWTH 
Medium growth rate - highly adaptable, 
enjoys being pot bound and high humidity 

Stromanthe naturally grows in South American 
jungles as an understory medium ground cover. 



Sygnonium Care 

Skill Level: Beginner 

LIGHT 
Low, medium, or bright 

WATER 
Average water needs, but tolerates 
over watering 

FERTILIZER 
Feed once per month at half strength 
when plant is actively growing in spring 
and summer. When days get shorter, 
reduce fertilizer and water. 

GROWTH 
Compact, non-trailing varieties. For areas 
with limited space.  

Grows naturally in tropical rainforests, 
subtropical forests, thickets, urban areas, and 
wetlands from Mexico to Brazil. 



Tradescantia Care 
Skill Level: Medium - Expert 


